POSTED BY ATROPINE AT WAKEBOARDER.COM 

Posted: Jun 20, 2004 1:41 am    Post subject: DIY projects completed with pics
The bimini top was not too difficult either. I wanted something that would stay up and out of the way. I made the frame out of EMT tubing (light, easy to bend and weld), then welded the mounting brackets on. I made the clamps that mount to the tower, then bought some quick-release handles so that I don't need tools to take it on and off. It just mounts at the four tower legs. I had an awning shop make the top out of Sunbrella, then tied it to the frame. I just got it on yesterday, so I haven't had time to test it on the water yet. But I towed it down the road at 60mph and it didn't flap at all, so it should be fine on the water. The awning shop charged me $150 for the top, and I made the frame and mounting brackets for about $50 including handles, clear coat (for rust protection), etc. The ballast system ended up costing me a little more than anticipated; I got the pump for $133 on e-bay, then $11 for the switch and about $100 for all the hoses, clamps, valves, etc. I made the speaker box out of MDF, then completely coated it with fiberglass resin. Works great, sounds great. Just a little heavy. If I had the patience and skills I would make it just out of fiberglass for weight savings. But it is great to be able to listen to AC/DC from back on the water. It's not the greatest setup in the world, but for my $7000 boat it works pretty well. Here are a few pics of the top/box:

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



